Dr. Howard Frumkin

Office of the Director, NCEH/ATSDR
Century Center

1825 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30345

April 10, 2006

Petition for Health Consultation -Saginaw River Saginaw County Michigan

Dear Dr. Frumkin,

We are writing on behalf of our organizations and as individual residents to petition the
Agency for Toxics Substances and Disease Registry for a public health assessment regarding
potential public health hazards in Saginaw County and Bay County Michigan, along the length
of the Saginaw River from its confluence with the Tittabawassee River to the Saginaw Bay of
Lake Huron and associated with the extensive and serious dioxin- furan contamination found
in the sediments of the Saginaw River. The primary source of this dioxin-furan contamination
is the Dow Chemical Company.

Our petition is prompted by the following facts, which have emerged over the last few years:

ATSDR and Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) already deemed
the Tittabawassee River floodplain community merited a health assessment
because of high levels of dioxin -furans in the Tittabawassee River and
floodplain.

The contaminated sediments and soils of the Tittabawassee River and floodplain
are the source of dioxin to the Saginaw River.

US Environmental Protection Agency, US Army Corp of Engineers and the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality sampling have all revealed
sediments of the Saginaw River to have high concentrations of dioxin. The
highest concentration found to date is 16,000 ppt., although levels of 11,000
ppt, 8,000ppt, 6000ppt and 3,000ppt have been measured throughout the
Saginaw River.

During the late summer of 2005 Michigan Department of Community Health and
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality posted fish advisories the entire
length of the Saginaw River because of dioxin contamination.

Dow Chemical’s RCRA Corrective Action license lists the Saginaw River as an area
subject to response and cleanup activities because of the high levels of dioxin.

There are great number of subsistence anglers (men and women) along the
Saginaw River. Many of these residents are people of colors who may also be
indigent and who rely on the fish from these contaminated waters to nourish



their families. Several reports have documented the continued consumption of
fish by area residents.

¢ |n the summer months the Saginaw River is heavily fished by migrant workers
and their families.

The Saginaw River travels north through the heavily populated communities of Saginaw and
Bay City Michigan. Numerous fishing docks, launch sites and public parks permit easy access to
the river and contact with contaminated sediments, soils and fish.

Many people own homes or live in communities that border the Saginaw River.

The science supporting the link between dioxins and human health effects is strong and
growing. It is time for a public health assessment by ATSDR and appropriate protective actions
by federal, state and local agencies to prevent further exposures to dioxin and to assess its
impact on residents along the Saginaw River.

The data on the Saginaw River is simply the latest in a long line of disclosures about dioxin
contamination in the Saginaw Bay Watershed. Further, rather than taking action to protect
the public from the serious soil contamination documented in the sampling of sediments in
the Saginaw River, or moving quickly to characterize the extent of the dioxin contamination,
the State of Michigan instead met with Dow for 8 months of private discussions. These
discussions did not include anyone from the Michigan Department of Public Health or other
agencies whose role it is to solely protect public health. During those discussions interim
response and cleanup activities were stalled. Therefore exposures continue. When they
emerged from these meetings, the agreed upon “Framework” between Dow and DEQ only
tangentially addressed the Saginaw River and with the exception of the signage little has been
done to address the public health implications of these high levels of dioxin. This continues
to be the case to date.

It is abundantly clear that significant levels of dioxins are present in the river sediments of
communities along the Saginaw River. These contaminants may be ingested through fish,
consumed in other food, absorbed through dermal contact with sediments and inhaled. It is
time for a public health assessment by ATSDR and appropriate protective actions by federal,
state and local agencies to prevent further exposures to dioxin and to prevent negative health
impacts in the community.

Sincerely,

Michelle Hurd Riddick
Lone Tree Council
2421 Kipling
Saginaw, MI 48602

Tracey Easthope



Ecology Center
117 N. Division St.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Ellen Burns and Fred Bolger
7624 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
989.755.1415

Dr. Terry Campbell
7080 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan
989.754.1582

Effie M. Matlock

1637 River Road

Bay City, Michigan 48706
9898.755.6037

Lorraine Surdock

7750 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
989.755.6273

Bruce and Cathy VanBlarcom
6930 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
9889.755.0156

Dave and Pat Bradt

7600 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
989.753.6036

Art and Lois Joitke

4244 2 Mile Road

Bay City, Michigan 48706
989.684.7365

Bernard and Irene Lange

Property owners in Frankenlust Township
740 Wilson

Saginaw, Michigan 48603

989.793.3630

Bruce and Sue Cameron
7826 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604



Don Rajaniemi

7880 Melbourne Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
989.753.1167

Township of Zilwaukee Board of Trustees
6189 Sherman Road

Saginaw, Michigan 48604

989.753.6036

Township of Zilwaukee Planning Commission
6189 Sherman Road

Saginaw, Michigan 48604

989.753.6036

Township of Zilwaukee Parks and Recreation Committee
6189 Sherman Road

Saginaw, Michigan 48604

989.753.6036

Joanna and Tony Kanuszewski
1756 Stanley
Saginaw, MI 48602

John Witucki
904 Florence
Bay City, MI 48702

Barbra L Smith
4042 Hiland
Saginaw, MI 48601

Kathy Robertson
414 S. Warner
Bay City 48706

Theresa Zamora
3485 Catterfield
Saginaw, MI 48601

Nakiesha Morris
403 Linton
Saginaw, MI 48601

Dave O’Dell
2890 N. Michigan



Carollton, Ml 48604

Joel Tanner
124 Ardussi
Saginaw, MI 48602

Mark Charters
812 Salzburg
Bay City, MI 48706

The Jeannine Collier Catholic Worker House
Margaret Schiesswohl

Erin Lynch

Ellen Garrett

721 E. Holland Ave

Saginaw, Mi 48601

Harry Fredrick DO
11980 W. Freeland Rd
Freeland, MI 48623

Dave Gustavison DO MPH
9611 Oakely Rd
St. Charles, MI 48655

Troy Heisner
1519 Beech
Saginaw, MI 48602

Anne Woiwode

Sierra Club Mackinac Chapter
109 E. Grand River Ave.,
Lansing, MI 48906

Anne Hunt

Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination (CACC),
8735 Maple Grove Road

Lake Station, Ml 48632



cc Dr. Linda Dykema Michigan Department of Community Health
Mr. Alan Yarbrough ATSDR
Dr. Mark Johnson ATSDR
Dr. Deb McKenzie Taylor Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Mr. Greg Rudloff US EPA Region V

Ms. Natasha Coulouris Saginaw County Health Department



