
Stephen E. Chester 
Director 
Micfiipn Departnlcnt of Environnnental Quality 
525 'tVest AJJegan Sl1.erl 
Lansiug, ~efl  48909-7973 

Re: Response to Ja11~lary 30. 2008 Letrer 

Dear Mr. Chester: 

1 am writing to respor~d to ynur correspor~dence uf January 30,2008. A$ you know, in 
eariy January E.PA Region 5 abruptly terminated rile RUFS AOC: negot~ations wlzich it 

had initiated with Dow. MDEQ and the Region [lave subsequently annortnccd the 
biiizrcation of site remediation by p;u-sil~g roles ,lncl progri~ms betmniecr~ I!I~ Lwo agcncies, 
with MDEQ leading the iniplenlcnlation of investigati~~e actions and EPA leadlrly tllc 
irnplc~~lentation of a series of inrerim scnroval actions. Thts bif~~rcatior~ creates 31.1 
artificial division, 2nd wc do no1 understand li~ow it will be eirilcr tlfficic~~t or cf fcctitlc. 
More irnporS.tant, neither the ten-~nGnn~ion of nc.goti;itrons hy ~l:c Kegion, [lor t l~e  ;il~ernatt\ e 
wangemcnt with two agcncics clirecting Dow, scer?ls to Icail to LI f i l ~a l  ~ c i ~ l o d y  'I'hc 
approach ceellls all the morc ~ ~ S C ~ L ~ ~ ~ T I ' I ~ L : I ~ "  because of thc ~cccn l ty  p ~ ~ i ~ l i c ~ ~ c i l  ~ L \ i i f i i i i \  

balween MDEQ anci EPA. 

While we djsqrc'c with some of your statcrncnts regardtnp the Dirccr Ui)itiact Critri~n 
Report rtild tlzc Independent Science Advisory Por~el process, we Inok fcrlwnr-d to (~rking 
wit11 thc State, the City of h4icllaad, Ilrqlci-iy owners and r~qirlents to seek [o  rt-sulcz ikii: 

Midland matter. 

Direclor, Michigan Dioxin Initiative 
1790 Builcii~g 
Midland, h41 48673 

cc. hqr. Stanley F. Pruss, Governur'i (lificc 
htr. Robert P. Rc~cl\el. hlichipat~ Drpnt:ziler>r A r r ~ l ~ t t e ,  C;s:trr:i 
Mr Jim Sygo, Deputy Director, MDEQ 
Ms. 3o.Einn h.lcl.r.lck, Chirf' uf Slafl: MDECf 
h.$r Frank Ruswick, Senior Policy Advisor. MlilX) 
M r .  George Rrtzchmann, MDEQ 
MI., Dastd Dupra Vice Pres~detjt, Dnw 
Mr. Pctcr Wnght, Dow 
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